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ONE MORNING IN SITAPLUR MAPHYAMIK VIPYALAYA...

r THE FIRST SPACE

MISSION WAS LALNCHED | —
IN 1957. IT WAS THE
SATELLITE SPUTNIK 1.

SINCE THEN, MANY

EEee,

{ PEOPLE HAVE BEEN TO e —
SPACE. ONE OF THE
MOST NOTEWORTHY 15
KALPANA CHAWLA.

THE TEAM
CONPDUCTED VARIOUS
EXPERIMENTS IN
SPACE.

SHE WAS BORN IN
KARNAL, INPIA. SHE
WENT TO SPACE
IN 1997 IN SPACE
SHUTTLE COLOMBIA.

WOowW!
I WISH I CAN
BE LIKE KALPANA
CHAWLA WHEN
I GROW Ur




LATER THAT AY...

WHAT 15 THE MOST
EXCITING THING ABOUT
BEING IN SFACE?

L s
Ar?cH
IN EPV/EW (1992

== 4/ THOUGH I MAY HAVE
BEEN SCARED AT
| FIRST, GOING TO SFACE
WAS AN EXCITING
LEARNING EXPERIENCE.

| I WOLLD ENCOLIKAGE
EVERYONE TO FOLLOW
THEIR PREAMS.

G WISH FOR EVERYONE
TO BE ABLE TO
EXPERIENCE THIS.

KALPANA CHAWLA ACHIEVED H
50 MUCH, AND SHE LISED

TO SPEAK 50 WELL. T WISH
I COULD BE LIKE HER.

WHAT MAKES You r
THINK YOU CAN'T, BINNI?

EVEN WHEN I KNOW
WHAT I NEED TO SAY,

. . ' I MES5 LIP ON STAGE.
Tl

BECAUSE I'M NOT AS A1
INTELLIGENT. BESIVES, I GET I THINK YOU'RE
NERVOUS WHEN SPEAKING IN VERY INTELLIGENT,

FRONT OF THE CROWP. AND I AM SURE YOU
WILL GET OVER YOUR
\\ FEARS ONE TDAY.




THE NEXT DAY...
| HOME WORK=

[l vl il -
lact ottt

WL Lty

THAT'S ALL
THE HOMEWORK
YOU HAVE TO DO
OVER THE SUMMER
HOLIDAYS. BUT
THERE'S ANOTHER
THING.

OUR SCHOOL WILL BE
PARTICIPATING IN AN INTER-5CHOOL
PVEBATE COMPETITION. IT WILL BE

AFTER THE SUMMER HOLIDAYS.

I HAVE A LIST OF

5 STUDENTS WHO HAVE
- - BEEN CHOSEN TO
f- [ ] \ PARTICIPATE. LET'S SEE...

JAYESH, SARLA,
SUSHANT, FARHEEN,
AMAN AND... BINNI.

TO PRACTISE AFTER
SCHOOL FROM NOW ON.

SHoULp
I TELL HER
THAT I CAN'T
PO IT?




: m YOWVE GOT

THIS!

YOLILL BE e “/ A

GREAT, BINNI. 2~

YOUR TOPIC |15
‘LEAVERS ARE BOKN,
NOT MAPDE’. THE BOYS
N WILL SPEAK FOR, AND
| THE GIRLS WILL SPEAK
AGAINST THE TOPIC.)

YOU CAN OFTEN SEE
GOOV LEAVERS . LEADERSHIP QUALITIES IN
ARE CREATED BY CHILDVREN LONG BEFORE THEY ARE
\ GOOV TEACHERS? TAUGHT HOW TO BE A LEADER.

JAYESH
15 SPEAKING 50

THAT'S A GOOP WELL. HOW WILL
POINT! FARHEEN,

)\ WRITE THAT DOWN.
WELL DONE. BINNI, T’ YOUR )
TURN TO SPEAK AGAINST JAYESH. :

\\ AP | Y-YES,
7 2 maam

_
|

L 1y




OKAY, THE
FIRST POINT 15
THAT LEADERS ARE
MADE BY GOOD
TEACHERS.

UMM... UH...
LEAVERS ARE... |
BECAUSE... THERE
ARE TEACHERS...
UH...

THE... 5ECOND
POINT |5 THAT...
UH LEADERS...
ARE LmMM...

LEADERS ARE BORN,

}m DEBATE -
| NOT MADE.

i TAKE SOME MORE
| TIME TO PREPARE.
THAT'S WHAT

|\ PracTICE 15 FOR. )

( IT'S OKAY,
BINNI. YOU JusT
NEED A LITTLE
PRACTICE.

I DON'T KNOW, SARLA. ) ~

I FEEL LIKE I CAN'T PO IT.




“--LEAVERS
BECAUSE T-T-
TEACHERS.”

HEY! WHAT ARE
YOU BOYS GOING
ON ABOUT?

YOU THINK )|
THAT'S FUNNY? |
IT’5 NOT!
1) A

YEAH, IT'S SAD
THAT YOU GIRLS
AREN'T SMART
ENOUGH.

You CLEARLY
PIPN'T HAVE
ENOUGH POINTS
TO MAKE.

NO, IT ISN'T
FUNNY. IT'S
JUST SAT.

BOYS, MAYBE WE SHOULD |\ 1
TEACH THE GIRLS. THEY

CLEARLY NEED HELFR




ﬁ_'__ E LEé‘,-ON' NUMBER Oh’lE— 3 - THERE YOU ARE.
PVON'T STAMMER! £ . BINNI, SARLA AND

"\ FARHEEN..

..YOU NEED TO GO PO YOU THINK
TO THE PRINCIPAL'S THIS |5 ABOUT THE
OFFICE NOW. COMPETITION?

Umm,
OKAY MA'AM.

WHAT IF I AM TAKEN SHH! SOMEONE’S
OFF THE TEAM? ;




K GEM STANDS FOR “GIRL EMPOWERMENT MISSION”. IT IS A
RESIPENTIAL PROGRAMME PESIGNED TO EQUIP GIRLS WITH ASPIRATION
AND IMAGINATION. IT COVERS BASIC ACAPEMICS, LIFE SKILLS AND
EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES. GEM WORKSHOPS ARE CONDUCTED BY
NTPC IN SEVERAL LOCATIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. 50 FAR, OVER
10,000 GIRLS HAVE BENEFITTEDV FROM THIS PROGRAMME.

THAT SOUNDS
PROMISING!

IT I5! THIS INITIATIVE

BY NTPC WILL REALLY

BENEFIT GIRLS FROM
YOUR SCHOOL.

BINNI, SARLA,
FARHEEN, COME IN
PLEASE!

FROM NTPC LIMITED. NTPC
15 INDIA'S LARGEST POWER
PROVUCER. THEY LIGHT
UP EVERY FOURTH BULB
IN THE COUNTRY. THEY
HAVE THEIR POWER PLANTS
KAC?O%% THE COUNTRY.

/THlé 15 MS. PRIYA. SHE 15 )

HELLO,
BRILLIANT GIRLS.

I HAVE A GREAT
OPPORTUNITY
FOR YOU.




4 .llj\

BECAUSE OF YOUR HIGH
YOouU WILL GET A CHANCE TO STAY AT l

THE GIRL

MARKS, YOU HAVE BEEN CHOSEN EMPOWERMENT
TO PARTICIPATE IN GEM. MISSION 15 A NTPC, MAKE NEW FRIENDS AND LEARN
FOLR-WEEK EXCITING NEW 5KILLS TOGETHER.

PROGRAMME THAT
WILL TAKE PLACE
PURING YOUR
SUMMER HOLIDAYS.

You WILL BE
STAYING WITH OTHER
GIRLS YOUR AGE
AND SHALL SsTUDY
AND TAKE PART IN
ACTVITIES. ]

BESIPES THE THREE OF
YOU FROM CLASS SIX,
NTPC HAS CHOSEN MORE
GIRLS FROM NEARBY
SCHOOLS IN THE VILLAGE
AND SURROUNDING
VILLAGES. YOU WILL BE

LEARNING TOGETHER.

THIS IS AN OPPORTUNITY )
OF A LIFETIME. 50, PACK
YOUR BAGS AND GET READY!




(" suT WE'LL HAVE TO
LIVE AWAY FROM HOME.
_ FOR FOUR WEEKS!
S
THIS 15 T'VE NEVER
SUCH A BIG EVEN LEFT
THE VILLAGE

BEFORE.

OPPORTUNITY!

ANYWAY,
WE'LL 5EE YOU
TOMORROW.
IMAGINE. WE'LL
BE IN A WHOLE BYE!
NEW WORLD. - | .
WITHOUT OUR - ' ' 5 -~

\  PARENTS! __ . & ' 15

WILL I EVEN &
BE ABLETO
DO THIS?

\ !

WHAT'S THE MATTER,
BINNIZ YOU LOOK
WORRIET.




AND S0...
I HAVE TO STAY

AWAY FROM HOME
FOR FOUR WEEKS!

IS THAT WHY
YOU'RE WORRIED?

YOUR MOTHER |5 RIGHT.
THINK ABOUT ALL THE NEW
THINGS YOU'LL LEARN.

AND ALL THE
NEW PEOPLE
Qou'LL MEET!

r YES. I'VE NEVER EVEN LEFT ‘
THE VILLAGE BEFORE!

50 NOW |5 YOUR
_ CHANCE, BINNI!

PO YOU THINK
KALPANA CHAWLA
COULY HAVE GONE
TO SPACE IF SHE
WAS AFRAID OF
LEAVING HOME?




A FEW DAYS LATER... |

NTRC GIRL EMPOWERMENT
MISSION 2024

WELCOME TO GEM!
I HOPE ALL OF YOou HAVE
A GOOPV TIME HERE OVER
THE NEXT FOUR WEEKS.

ALL RIGHT, LET'S BEGIN Y—
WITH INTRODLICTIONS.
WHAT’S YOLIR NAME AND
WHAT DO YOU LIKE TO DO?

I'M BINNI. I-UH- |
LIKE TO... UMmMm... I...

KWHAT‘% THE MATTER, BINNI?
WHY ARE YOU SCARED TO
SPEAK IN FRONT OF PEOPLE?

- / WHEN YOLIRE FEELING
5CARED TAKE A FEW
DEEP BREATHS, FOCLIS,
AND LET GO OF YOUR
\_NEGATIVE THOLIGHTS.

ERR... I'M SCARED THAT
PEOPLE WILL JUPGE ME.

(THANK You, MA’AM.)




FARHEEN, HOW ARE z't: )
YOU DOING THIS? L

&

GOOV JOB, GIRLS.
REMEMBER, ADD SHADOWS
TO MAKE IT REALISTIC.

e ]

YOU'RE
POING VERY
WELL, BINNL.

I DIUN'T KNOW
FOOTBALL COULD BE
50 MUCH FUN!

THAT NIGHT...
SLEEP TIGHT, GIRLS.
FROM TOMORROW,
You WILL LEARN
COMMUNICATION
SKILLS.




THE NEXT DAY... [

THE TOPIC FOR THIS DISCUSSION IS—WHO\
15 YOUR ROLE MOTEL? SPEAK SLOWLY AND
CLEARLY AND MAINTAIN EYE CONTACT WITH
YOUR AUPIENCE. YASMIN, PLEASE BEGIN.

1

/ MY ROLE MOTEL |15 MY MOTHER.
SHE 15 IN CHARGE OF A
NEIGHBOURHOOV GROUP ANV THEY
MAKE HOUSEHOLD ITEMS FOR SALE.

\. 7~ OH, UM, I LOOK LIP TO KALPANA ‘“\
CHAWLA. I FIND IT FASCINATING AND

INSPIRING THAT SHE HAD BEEN TO

Nemce, AND SHE KNEW 50 MUCH.

/ MY ROLE MOPEL |5 \ LATER THAT DAY, NTPC ORGANIZEDV A GRAND BIRTHPAY FARTY |-
HARMANPREET KAUR. FOR ALL THOSE CELEBRATING THEIR BIRTHDAYS THAT MONTH!
I WANT TO BE ABLE TO Py
LEADV TEAMS LIKE HER AND

REPRESENT MY SCHOOL.




DURING DINNER TIME AFTER THE CELEBRATION... | (11 “\ (' _\

I LOVE THE
ACTIVITIES HERE!

THIS 15 50 TASTY!
EVERYDAY WE EAT
SOMETHING NEW!

I AGREE! IT IS5 ALS50
VERY NUTRITIOUS!

YES! I FEEL LIKE THE

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

CLASSES ARE REALLY
HELPING ME.

You SPOKE 50
CONFIPENTLY IN
CLASS TODAY.

TWO MORE WEEKS TO
GO. GOOPNIGHT, GIRLS! k&




THE NEXT MORNING... — [T/ GIRLS, TAKE A BREAK

(I (LI
h\ll N \ll ing

FROM YOULIR FINAL
EXAM PREPARATION.
YOUR PARENTS HAVE
COME TO MEET YOU.

K I FEEL MORE

CONFIVENT, MA.
I THINK I CAN BE LIKE
KALPANA CHAWLA!

WE WANTED TO
CHECK ON YOU.
HOW ARE You
LIKING IT HERE?

BEING HERE HAS
MADE ME LOVE
5PORTS! I THINK
I WANT TO BE A
FOOTBALLER.

([ I ENJOYED PAINTING\

HERE. I THINK I WANT
TO PURSLE ART!




SOON, THE CLOSING CEREMONY STARTEL...

o WA 5Ty [N
THANK YOU FOR THE LOVELY PANCE PERFORMANCE!
IT HIGHLIGHTED EVERYTHING THAT |15 GREAT ABOUT
OUR COUNTRY. NOW, MAY I PLEASE INVITE OUR
CHIEF GUEST FOR THE AWART CEREMONY.

AND 50... CONGRATULATIONS, GIRLS! I'M REALLY PROUD \
| TO BE ABLE TO SHARE THE STAGE WITH SUCH
WONPERFUL AND TALENTED CHILPREN. WOULD
YOU LIKE TO SHARE SOMETHING ABOUT YOUR

EXPERIENCE WITH US5?

I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO SEE THE
WORLD FROM A NEW PERSPECTIVE
AND EXPAND MY CREATIVITY.

I HAVE ALSO LEARNT TO
EXPERIMENT WITH DIFFERENT
KINDS OF ART. I'M VERY GRATEFUL
TO NTPC FOR THIS OPPORTINUTY.

K BEFORE I PARTICIPATED IN GEM T \ ( BEING HERE, T HAVE
WAS SCARED. I COULDN'T EXPRESS LEARNT THE VALUE OF
MYSELF CONFIPENTLY. BUT NOW, I FEEL PLAYING WITH A TEAM.
CONFIPVENT AND I KNOW THAT I WILL I AM ALSO CONFIVENT
BE ABLE TO FULFILL MY PREAM OF ABOUT LEAPING MY
BECOMING AN ASTRONAUT ONE PAY. SCHOOL'S FOOTBALL TEAM.




WELCOME, STUPENTS,
TO THE ANNUAL PISTRICT
INTER-5CHOOL PEBATE
CHAMPIONSHIE THE
FINALISTS ARE ON STAGE.

THE TOPIC FOR THE

DEBATE IS5 15 IT TEAM A WILL SPEAK
NECESSARY TO CUT FOR THE TOPIC. THEY
TREES FOR BETTER WILL GO FIRST.
INFRASTRUCTURE?’

TEAM B WILL SPEAK
AGAINST THE TOPIC.
LET'S BEGIN!




BETTER INFRASTRUCTURE 15
IMPORTANT FOR OUR GROWING
POPULATION. CUTTING TREES 15

NOT A BIG PRICE TO PAY FOR

EASING PEOPLE’S LIVES.

MANKIND |15 HERE
BECAUSE OF NATURE.
IT IS5 OUR PUTY
TO CARE FOR THE
ENVIRONMENT AND
ALL THE CREATURES
THAT SHARE THIS
PLANET WITH US.

WE NEEV TO CLEAR TREES TO CREATE
ROADS FOR BETTER CONNECTIVITY.
THIS WILL HELP TOWNS AND VILLAGES
GROW AND GAIN ACCESS TO GOOD
METDICAL FACILITIES.




FOREST LAND
CAN BE PUT TO
BETTER USE SUCH
A% FOR HOUSING
AND AGRICULTURE.
THESE ACTIVITIES
ALS0O GENERATE
EMPLOYMENT.

TREES ARE RESPONSIBLE ALL RIGHT. NOW
FOR PROTECTING HUMAN j. WE’LL HEAR CLOSING
BEINGS FROM FLOODS. | ARGUMENTS FROM
IT 15 A KNOWN FACT THAT
MANGROVES PREVENT
THE COASTAL REGIONS
FROM GETTING FLOOVET.
THE ROOTS ALS0O HOLP ON
TO GROUNDWATER ANTD
PROVIVE WATER FOR US.

BESIVES, A GROWING POPULATION NEEDS MORE
SPACE. PEOPLE CAN'T LIVE ON TREES. COUNTRIES
WON'T PROGRESS IF WE PENY PEOPLE BASIC
INFRASTRUCTURE TO PROTECT TREES. THEREFOKE,
TREES SHOULD BE UPROOTED. THANK YOU.

TEAM B, DO You
HAVE A COUNTER
ARGUMENT?




POES ANYONE HAVE
ANY GOOV IPEAS?

LET'S IMAGINE A WORLD \
WHERE WE HAVE NO TREES
BECAUSE WE NEED TO MAKE

BUILPINGS, ROADVS AND

HIGHWAYS. THERE WILL BE NO
COOL BREEZE, NO COLOURFUL

FLOWERS, NO BIRD
SONG5, NO SQUIRRELS,
NO NATURAL SHAPDE. IT
WILL BE A HOT, DUSTY

AND SAD WORLT.

LOOKS LIKE WE
HAVE SOMEONE
FROM TEAM B!

TREES PO NOTHING
BUT GIVE. THEY CARE
FOR US AND ALL THE
CREATURES THAT RELY
ON THEM.



AND IN RETURN THEY DON'T THUS, TREES SHOULD
J ASK FOR ANYTHING. DO WE NEED TO NOT BE CUT FOR BETTER
MANAGE TREES IN A FOREST? NO. INFRASTRUCTURE. I'M SURE WE
1 THEY TAKE CARE OF THEMSELVES. - CAN FIND A WAY TO SAVE THEM
- AND BUILD ROADS. THANK YOU.

|
‘ THEY'RE AN INVESTMENT THAT
2 POESN'T COST A RUPEE!

v CONGRATULATIONS, TEAM B, ON
WINNING THE PEBATE CHAMPIONSHIP!

THE COMPETITION
WAS TOUGH. BUT YOUR
TEAM WON US OVER.

ESPECIALLY YOUR
CLOSING ARGUMENT,
BINNI. THAT 15 WHAT

WON YOU FIRST PLACE.




CONGRATULATIONS,

TEAM! T KNEW YoU

WOULD MAKE OUR
SCHOOL PROUD.

THANK YOoU,
MA’am!

I'LL GET YOUR
CERTIFICATES.

l HEY, BOYS, WE WON. WHY
PO YOU LOOK UPSET?

\

WE... WE SAW
YOouU THREE
SPEAK ON

STAGE TODAY.

you
SEEMED 50
CONFIDENT.

r THANK You,
GUYS. YOU THREE
SPOKE REALLY
WELL TOO.

EARLIER, YOU
WERE STRUGGLING
TO SPEAK
CONFIDENTLY...

BUT IT'S NOT

ABOUT THAT.




BUT You ESPECIALLY

.. BUT INSTEAV OF HELPING‘\ r l
I PROVED US YOU, BINNI.

GOH, WE MAPE FUN OF YOU.

WE EVEN SAID
You WERE NOT
GOOV ENOUGH.

CAN WE ALL BE
FRIENDS AGAIN?

YES. YouU AND THAT’S WHY WE
ACTUALLY HELPED WANT TO APOLOGIZE.
Us GET THE
WINNING POINT.

I HEARD EVERYTHING
YOU JUST SAIT.

YOU FORGIVE THEM? J

HMM, WHAT
PO YOU 5AY,
GIRLS?

r IT'S 6OOV OF You BOY‘S\\
TO APOLOGIZE. GIRLS, PO




I'VE G6OT IT! w
I THINK WE CAN
FORGIVE YOU...

@ Cou BOYS WILL HAVE TO] (- DONE! WE'D BE | \ | \'n )

PLAY FOOTBALL WITH U5 HAPPY TO BEAT
AFTER SCHOOL TODAY!

YOU. HEHE!




ABOUT BEATING US! PUBLIC
SPEAKING ISN'T THE ONLY
THING WE PRACTISEV OVER
THE HOLIPAYS.

!""It DON'T BE 50 SURE [J[)ilf‘

! f WE ATTENDED THE NTPC GIRL
EMPOWERMENT MISSION. WE LEARNED
K LOTS OF NEW 4SKILLS THERE.

REALLY? WHAT
VIV YOU PO OVER
THE SUMMER?

AND WE ARE
50 MUCH

CLOSER TO OUR

DVREAMS!

rNOW. WE ARE AS
CONFIVENT AS
ANYONE CAN BE!

WELL THEN, LET'S
TEST YOUR SKILLS
ON THE FOOTBALL
FIELD TODAY.

I
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| LIGHT UP
PEOPLE'S
LIVES

THAT'S JUST ONE OF THE PERKS OF
BEING AN NTPCian

WORLD'S BEST
EMPLOYERS

POWERED BY STATISTA

NTPC Limited

(A Gowt. of India Enterprise)
Leading the Power Sector

Follow Us: www.ntpc.co.in o/ntpd O/ntpcltdl @/ntpclimited @/Company/ntpc @/ntpclimited
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Meet Binni and her friends as they embark on an exciting
— Journey full of growth and learning. Binni is from a small
~SJ  town in India and she hopes to become an astronaut like
“ | Kalpana Chawla. But she is scared. What if she fails? What
VA if she can't address a crowd? What if she cant voice

her opinions?

- ®

Binni gets a chance to fulfil her dreams when she gets a
place at NTPC’'s Girl Empowerment Mission. This initiative @==§
aims to provide girls with various tools to feel confident @
and become their best selves. Students are exposed to
numerous skills such as sports, communication, leadership, \(?
arts, etc. They have a chance to see a different world =
and find their place in it.

b}

NTPC, India’s largest power producer, is committed to fi
delivering economical, efficient and ecologically sustainable
power. They work tirelessly to ensure every corner of &

the nation is lit up with electricity.

With GEM, NTPC is driving true change by giving girls
the opportunity of a lifetime. So get ready to join Binni
on her adventure!
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