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The first space 
mission was launched 

in 1957. It was the 
satellite Sputnik 1.

 She was born in 
Karnal, India. She 

went to space 
in 1997 in Space 

Shuttle Colombia.

The team 
conducted various 

experiments in 
space.

One morning in Sitapur Madhyamik Vidyalaya...

Wow! 
I wish I can 

be like Kalpana 
Chawla when 
I grow up.

Since then, many 
people have been to 
space. One of the 

most noteworthy is 
Kalpana Chawla.
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Later that day…

What is the most 
exciting thing about 

being in space?

Kalpana Chawla achieved 
so much, and she used 

to speak so well. I wish 
I could be like her.

What makes you 
think you can’t, Binni?

Because I’m not as 
intelligent. Besides, I get 
nervous when speaking in 

front of the crowd.

Even when I know 
what I need to say, 
I mess up on stage.

I think you’re 
very intelligent, 

and I am sure you 
will get over your 

fears one day.

Although I may have 
been scared at 

first, going to space 
was an exciting 

learning experience. 
I would encourage 
everyone to follow 

their dreams.

From the Archives: Kalpana 
Chawla Interview (1997).

I wish for everyone 
to be able to 

experience this.
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The next day…

That’s all 
the homework 
you have to do 

over the summer 
holidays. But 

there’s another 
thing.

Our school will be 
participating in an inter-school 
debate competition. It will be 
after the summer holidays.

I have a list of 
students who have 

been chosen to 
participate. Let’s see…

Jayesh, Sarla, 
Sushant, Farheen, 
Aman and… Binni.

Me?! 

You six will have 
to practise after 

school from now on.

Should 
I tell her 

that I can’t 
do it? 
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Soon…

Sarla, 
Farheen, 

I’m scared.

You’ll be 
great, Binni.

That’s right. 
You’ve got 

this!

Your topic is 
‘Leaders are born, 
not made’. The boys 
will speak for, and 
the girls will speak 
against the topic.

You can often see 
leadership qualities in 

children long before they are  
taught how to be a leader. 

Good leaders 
are created by 
good teachers?

Well done. Binni, it’s your 
turn to speak against Jayesh.

Y-yes, 
Ma’am

That’s a good 
point! Farheen, 

Write that down.

Soon…

Jayesh 
is speaking so 
well. How will  
I match up?
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Umm… uh… 
leaders are… 

because… there 
are teachers… 

uh…

The… second 
point is that… 
uh leaders… 
are umm…

It’s okay, Binni. 
Take some more 
time to prepare. 

That’s what 
practice is for.

It’s okay, 
Binni. You just 
need a little 

practice.

I don’t know, Sarla. 
I feel like I can’t do it.

Okay, the 
first point is 

that leaders are 
made by good 

teachers.
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Hey! What are 
you boys going 

on about?

“L-l-leaders 
because t-t-
teachers.”

W-w-why, 
Farheen? Does it 
b-bother you?

You think 
that’s funny? 

It’s not!

Yeah, it’s sad 
that you girls 
aren’t smart 

enough.

You clearly 
didn’t have 

enough points 
to make.

No, it isn’t 
funny. It’s 
just sad.

Hahaha!

Boys, maybe we should 
teach the girls. They 

clearly need help.

Later…
HA

HA
HA

HA
!

HA
HA

HA
HA

!
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Soon…

Lesson number one- 
don’t stammer! You-

There you are. 
Binni, Sarla and 

Farheen...
That’s 

enough!

...You need to go 
to the principal’s 

office now.

Umm, 
okay ma’am.

Maybe.
Do you think 

this is about the 
competition?

What if I am taken 
off the team?

Shh! Someone’s 
talking inside.
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GEM stands for “Girl Empowerment Mission”. It is a 
residential programme designed to equip girls with aspiration 

and imagination. It covers basic academics, life skills and 
extra-curricular activities. GEM workshops are conducted by 

NTPC in several locations across the country. so far, over 
10,000 girls have benefitted from this programme.

That sounds 
promising!

Binni, Sarla, 
Farheen, Come in 

please!

It is! This initiative 
by NTPC will really 
benefit girls from 

your school.

Hello, 
brilliant girls.

This is Ms. Priya. She is 
from NTPC Limited. NTPC 

is India’s largest power 
producer. They light 
up every fourth bulb 
in the country. They 

have their power plants 
across the country.

I have a great 
opportunity 

for you.

For us?!



The Girl 
Empowerment 
Mission is a 
four-week 

programme that 
will take place 

during your 
summer holidays. 

10 11

Because of your high 
marks, you have been chosen 

to participate in GEM.
You will get a chance to stay at 

NTPC, make new friends and learn 
exciting new skills together.

Besides the three of 
you from class six, 

NTPC HAS chosen more 
girls from nearby 

schools in the village 
and surrounding 

villages. You will be 
learning together.

You will be 
staying with other 

girls your age 
and shall study 
and take part in 

activities.

Wow!

 Thank you, ma’am!

THIS IS AN opportunity 
of a lifetime. So, pack 

your bags and get ready!
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This is 
such a big 

opportunity! It really is!

But we’ll have to 
live away from home. 

For four weeks!

I’ve never 
even left 

the village 
before.

Imagine. We’ll 
be in a whole 
new world.

Without our 
parents!

Anyway, 
we’ll see you 
tomorrow.

Bye!

What’s the matter, 
Binni? You look 

worried.

Later…

Will I even 
be able to 
do this?
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I have to stay 
away from home 
for four weeks!

Is that why 
you’re worried?

Yes. I’ve never even left 
the village before!

So now is your 
chance, Binni!

And all the 
new people 
you’ll meet!

Your mother is right. 
Think about all the new 

things you’ll learn.

Do you think 
Kalpana Chawla 

could have gone 
to space if she 
was afraid of 
leaving home?

You’re right, 
Papa! I can 

do it!

That’s my superstar.

And so…
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A few days later… Welcome to GEM! 
I hope all of you have 
a good time here over 
the next four weeks.

All right, let’s begin 
with introductions. 

What’s your name and 
what do you like to do?

I’m Binni. I-uh-
like to… umm... I…

Oh! 

When you’re feeling 
scared take a few 

deep breaths, focus, 
and let go of your 
negative thoughts. 

Thank you, ma’am.

What’s the matter, Binni? 
Why are you scared to 

speak in front of people?

 Err... I’m scared that 
people will judge me.

NTPC Girl Empowerment NTPC Girl Empowerment 
Mission 2024Mission 2024
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And so…

Later…

Soon…

Farheen, how are 
you doing this?

Just focus 
on keeping your 
body balanced, 

Binni.

Got it!

Good job, girls. 
Remember, add shadows 

to make it realistic.

 I didn’t know 
football could be 

so much fun!

Me neither!

That night…

Sleep tight, girls. 
From tomorrow, 
you will learn 
communication 

skills.

You’re 
doing very 
well, BInni.
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The next day… The topic for this discussion is-Who 
is your role model? Speak slowly and 
clearly and maintain eye contact with 
your audience. Yasmin, please begin.

My role model is my mother. 
She is in charge of a 

neighbourhood group and they 
make household items for sale.

Oh, um, I look up to Kalpana 
Chawla. I find it fascinating and 
inspiring that she had been to 
space, and she knew so much.

My role model is 
Harmanpreet Kaur. 

I want to be able to 
lead teams like her and 
represent my school.

Later that day, NTPC organized a grand birthday party 
for all those celebrating their birthdays that month!



16 17

During dinner time after the celebration...

This is so tasty! 
Everyday we eat 
something new!

I agree! It is also 
very nutritious!

I love the 
activities here!

Yes! I feel like the 
communication skills 
classes are really 

helping me.

You’re right. 
You spoke so 
confidently in 
class today.

I think being here 
will really help us 

with the debate 
competition!

Oh yes!

Goodnight!
Two more weeks to 
go. Goodnight, girls!
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The next morning…

Soon…

Girls, take a break 
from your final 

exam preparation.
Your parents have 
come to meet you.

Yay! Okay!

We wanted to 
check on you. 
How are you 
liking it here?

We love 
it here!

Being here has 
made me love 
sports! I think 
I want to be a 

footballer.

I enjoyed painting 
here. I think I want 

to pursue art!

I feel more 
confident, Ma. 

I think I can be like 
Kalpana Chawla!
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Soon, the closing ceremony started...

And so...

Thank you for the lovely dance performance! 
It highlighted everything that is great about 

our country. Now, may I please invite our 
chief guest for the award ceremony.

Congratulations, girls! I’m really proud 
to be able to share the stage with such 
wonderful and talented children. Would 
you like to share something about your 

experience with us?

Sure, ma’am. 
Thank you.

Before I participated in GEM I 
was scared. I couldn’t express 

myself confidently. But now, I feel 
confident and I know that I will 
be able to fulfill my dream of 
becoming an astronaut one day.

Being here, I have 
learnt the value of 
playing with a team.  
I am also confident 
about leading my 

school’s football team.

I have been able to see the 
world from a new perspective 

and expand my creativity. 
I have also learnt to 

experiment with different 
kinds of art. I’m very grateful 
to NTPC for this opportinuty.

CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP 

CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP 
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A few days later…
Welcome, students, 

to the annual district 
inter-school debate 

championship. The 
finalists are on stage.

Team A will speak 
for the topic. They 

will go first.

The topic for the 
debate is ‘is It 

necessary to cut 
trees for better 
INFRASTRUCTURE?’

Team B will speak 
against the topic. 

Let’s begin!

Soon…
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And so…

Better infrastructure is 
important for our growing 
population. Cutting trees is 
not a big price to pay for 

easing people’s lives.

Mankind is here 
because of nature. 

It is our duty 
to care for the 
environment and 
all the creatures 
that share this 
planet with us.

We need to clear trees to create 
roads for better connectivity. 

This will help towns and villages 
grow and gain access to good 

medical facilities.
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All right. Now 
we’ll hear closing 
arguments from 
both teams. Team 

A is up first.

Trees are responsible 
for protecting human 
beings from floods. 

It is a known fact that 
mangroves prevent 
the coastal regions 

from getting flooded. 
The roots also hold on 

to groundwater and 
provide water for us.

besides, a growing population needs more 
space. People can’t live on trees. Countries 

won’t progress if we deny people basic 
infrastructure to protect trees. Therefore, 

trees should be UPROOTED. Thank you.

Forest land 
can be put to 

better use such 
as for housing 
and agriculture. 
These activities 
also generate 
employment.

Team B, do you 
have a counter 

argument?

Soon…
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Does anyone have 
any good ideas?

We need 
to think.

I’ve 
got it!

Huh?

Looks like we 
have someone 
from Team B!

Let’s imagine a world 
where we have no trees 
because we need to make 

buildings, roads and 
highways. There will be no 
cool breeze, no colourful 

Trees do nothing 
but give. They care 
for us and all the 

creatures that rely 
on them.

flowers, no bird 
songs, no squirrels, 
no natural shade. It 
will be a hot, dusty 

and sad world.
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And in return They don’t  
ask for anything. Do we need to 
manage trees in a forest? No. 
They take care of themselves. 

They’re an investment that 
doesn’t cost a rupee!

Thus, trees should 
not be cut for better 

infrastructure. I’m sure we 
can find a way to save them 
and build roads. Thank you.

Congratulations, Team B, on 
winning the debate championship!

The competition 
was tough. But your 
team won us over.

Especially your 
closing argument, 
Binni. That is what 

won you first place.

And so…

CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP CLAP 
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And so… Congratulations, 
team! I knew you 
would make our 
school proud.

Thank you, 
ma’am!

I’ll get your 
certificates.

Hey, boys, we won. Why 
do you look upset?

We… we saw 
you three 
speak on 

stage today.

Thank you, 
guys. You three 

spoke really 
well too.

You 
seemed so 
confident.

But it’s not 
about that.

Earlier, you 
were struggling 

to speak 
confidently…
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... But instead of helping 
you, we made fun of you.

We even said 
you were not 
good enough.

But you 
proved us 

wrong!

Especially 
you, Binni.

Yes. You 
actually helped 

us get the 
winning point.

And that’s why we 
want to apologize.

Can we all be 
friends again?

I heard everything 
you just said.

It’s good of you boys 
to apologize. Girls, do 

you forgive them?
Hmm, what 
do you say, 

girls?
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What do you 
say, Farheen?

Hmm, 
I don’t know.

I’ve got it! 
I think we can 
forgive you…

I’m glad!

...But on one 
condition.

what 
condition?

Done! We’d be 
happy to beat 

you. Hehe!

You boys will have to 
play football with us 
after school today!
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don’t be so sure 
About beating us! Public 
speaking isn’t the only 

thing we practised over 
the holidays.

We attended the NTPC Girl 
Empowerment Mission. We learned 

lots of new skills there.

Really? What 
did you do over 

the summer?

Girls, 
tell Them 
about GEM.

Now, we are as 
confident as 

anyone can be!

And we are 
so much 

closer to our 
dreams!

Well then, let’s 
test your skills 
on the football 

field today.
Can’t wait!














